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Express Letters
A bee in your bonnet? Have your say here…
IF you want to express your opinion on anything that affects us as a community, then this is the place to do it. And bouquets 
are as worthwhile as brickbats are valuable. But please keep your letters short. We do reserve the right to cut letters to fit if 
necessary. If you contact The Beeston Express by email (see panel on page 2), remember to include your home address.

Pick up your
Beeston Express
at the following 

locations:

ATTENBOROUGH
Attenborough Service Station

5 Nottingham Road, A'boro

BEESTON
Beeston Library

Foster Avenue, Beeston
***

Beeston News
86 High Road, Beeston

***
Broxtowe Borough Council

Council Offices, 
Foster Avenue

***
Chilwell Road News

Corner of Chilwell Road 
and Imperial Road

***
Co-op Food Store

291 Queens Road, Beeston
***

County Stores
57-59 Trafalgar Road, 

Rylands
***

Discount Food & Wine
46 Lilac Crescent, Rylands

***
Food & Wine
Priory Island 

(10 Derby Road)
***

Hiral Newsagent
148 Wollaton Road, Beeston

***
Arun Food & News

154 Meadow Road, Rylands
***

Plumb News
Lilac Grove, Rylands

***
Post News

The Square, Beeston
***

Sainsbury's
Stoney Street, Beeston

***
W H Smith

High Road, Beeston

BRAMCOTE
M&N News

40a Sevenoaks Crescent, 
Bramcote Hills

CHILWELL
Bains News

Bramcote Avenue, Chilwell
***

Bramcote Lane Stores
Bramcote Lane, Chilwell

***
Inham Nook 

Community Centre
Inham Road, Chilwell

LENTON ABBEY
J B News

113 Woodside Road, 
Lenton Abbey

TOTON
Toton Library

Stapleford Lane, Toton

The next 
Beeston 
Express
will be 

published on
Friday, 

November 
14

In defence of the wall
DEAR EDITOR: If only I knew 
the ‘Free Ranger’s’ identity, I 
would like to shake his hand. His 
analysis of the Attenborough flood 
defence fiasco is spot on. (Free 
Ranger column, Oct 3).

For two years we’ve had 
negotiations and debate over the 
route and it has been decided to 
build it beside The Strand. Now 
let’s get on with it. I see someone 
has described this as a ‘Berlin 
Wall’ – rubbish, it’s a landscaped 
garden wall. If the cricket club or 
anyone else plays awkward over 
the works and we get a flood then 
I can see they may need a ‘Berlin 
Wall’ – and it won’t be to keep the 
water out.

Javid Kayani
Elm Ave, Beeston

A testimonial
DEAR EDITOR: Thank you for 
printing the advert for a house to 
rent in Beeston.

Within 48 hours of the 
advertisement appearing a suitable, 
local tenant had responded and 
contracts will soon be signed. This 
process was remarkably simple 
and economic, and I would highly 
recommend The Beeston Express 
as a medium for advertising.

A Landlord (name and address 
supplied), Beeston

No to no parking
DEAR EDITOR: In reply to Mr 
Hall's comments re. yellow lines 
on Park Road, Beeston. (Letters, 
October 3).

As a resident of Park Road, 
not all properties have a paved 
driveway that can hold a number 
of vehicles. Therefore, some of 
us with families visiting have no 
choice but to park on the road.

Was your letter a case of 'I'm all 
right Jack!'?

We don't need yellow lines.
Name and address withheld.

Tesco tactics?
Dear Editor: So Britain’s biggest 
retailer has decided to submit a 
revised planning proposal so that 
it can make the store a bit more 
eco?

It is my firm belief that the 
‘Grocer’ only wants to build a 
store on that site because it is 
on the planned tram route, the 
tram uncertainty being the real 
reason why construction has not 
yet begun. My assessment of the 
latest plans are that they are (i) a 
delaying tactic - the permission 
already granted runs out next year, 
by which time it’s not certain that 
we’ll have a clear answer on the 
tram decision; (ii) while they’re at 
it, they have tried to push through 
a ‘disguised’ much bigger store.

In the publicity leaflet, the plan 
view of the proposal looks very 
similar to the already-approved 
design, but on closer inspection 
what was an entirely ground-level 
car park is now mostly a rooftop 
car part, with a vastly bigger store 
underneath. The spokesman is 
quoted as saying that the design 
will not be like Long Eaton - he’s 
right: in Long Eaton the cars are 
underneath the shop, in Beeston 
they will be on top - completely 
different!

Many people are fixated on 
the ‘eyesore’ of the site as it is 
today; I would venture that it is 
preferable to a megastore eyesore 
as planned, and today’s site has 
less of a negative impact on the 
diversity of shopping available in 
Beeston than the planned megalith 
would undoubtedly have.

Jeremy Grundy,
Melrose Avenue, Beeston.

Problem not with 
Shopmobility scheme

DEAR EDITOR: The Executive 
Committee of the Beeston & 
District Civic Society wishes to 
make clear that our original letter 
about the difficulties caused by 
mobility scooter drivers was not 
intended as an attack on the Beeston 
Shopmobility Scheme, which we 
think is excellent and obviously 
well run. (Letters, Sept 5).

However, since our previous 
letter, there have been a couple 
of incidents involving scooter 
drivers, one local and one 
given national publicity, and 
we understand that concerns 
were also raised at a local CAT 
meeting.

 So it would seem that there 
are questions which need to be 
resolved and maybe co-operation 
rather than confrontation should 
be encouraged.

 Joyce Brown
Chair, Beeston & District

Civic Society

New store is bigger
DEAR EDITOR: Can I please 
urge the people of Beeston/
Broxtowe Borough to formally 
oppose the latest planning 
application from Tesco?

Their latest application to ruin 
our neighbourhood is to double 
the size of the actual building and 
add another 60 car park spaces, 
bringing the total to 446 places.

I would urge anyone who 
values being able to drive/take 
a bus along Middle Street either 
to or from work, school, or into 
Nottingham to contest this. 
The traffic congestion will be 
unbearable (it is pretty bad now 
during peak times).

I also feel very strongly that 
there will be precious little left 
on our ‘high street’, particularly 
smaller independent traders once 

this ‘monster’ appears. It goes 
without saying that there are two 
huge Tesco’s within a three mile 
radius of Beeston, do we really 
need another? I feel that the local 
population have been grossly let 
down by the planning department, 
planning authority, local MP (who 
never replied to my letter two 
years ago!) and councillors - it is 
all very well for them to complain 
now that it is an ‘eyesore’ – where 
was your opposition when the 
original application was granted? 

In the previous public 
consultation from the council, 
local people highlighted decent 
affordable housing and traffic 
congestion as being two high 
priorities – this flies in the face of 
public opinion. And on a personal 
note, I would rather look at an 
eyesore than listen to the endless 
drone of traffic at the back of 
my flat. I also feel very sorry 
for the elderly people who live 
in the sheltered accommodation 
(provided by Broxtowe Borough 
Council) which will also be 
swamped by the new car park.

Please, if you have any 
objections to this application, then 
write to lodge them formally – it 
will be no good moaning about it 
once it is built.

Sally Garlick 
Willoughby Street, Beeston

Fire crews and police are warning 
that throwing fireworks into 
houses is a serious crime 
following an attack on a house in 
Bestwood on October 28.

A lit rocket was put through a 
cat flap at the property, setting 
fire to the kitchen and trapping a 
teenage boy upstairs. Luckily, the 
boy managed to escape uninjured 
through an upstairs window 
before fire crews arrived to put 
out the fire. 

In a strong message to the 
public, a police spokesman said: 
“Putting a lit firework into a house 
is arson. If someone dies in a fire 
caused by a firework, it is murder; 
if no one is killed it can be classed 
as ‘arson with intent to endanger 
life’. Both crimes carry a life 
sentence.”

Station Manager Craig Dooley 
is head of the Arson Task Force 
with Nottinghamshire Fire and 
Rescue Service. He said: “Putting 
a lit firework through someone’s 
door is not a prank – it is a serious 
crime with a serious sentence. 
These explosives are made for 
outdoor use, and if they are used 
indoors it is the same as setting 
off a bomb. Although it may 
seem like a funny practical joke, 
it puts lives at risk and has severe 
consequences.”

Police today also warned people 
thinking of misusing fireworks 
that they risk an on-the-spot fine. 
Powers issued to officers under 
the Fireworks Regulations 2004, 
and the Explosives Act 1875, 
allows fines to be issued for 
offences including:

•  Setting off a firework between 
the hours of 11pm and 7am 
(except on 5 November, when it 
is between midnight and 7am, and 
other special days).

•  Possession of any firework by 
a person under the age of 18.

•  Possession of a Category 4 
firework, which is for specialist 
use and may only be used by a 
specially qualified, trained person

•  Throwing, casting, or firing 
any firework in or into any 
highway, street, thoroughfare, or 
public place

Police are appealing for the 
public’s help to report incidents 
of fireworks misuse or reporting 
those who are using fireworks 
illegally. 

Pranksters 
warned against 

misuse of 
fireworks


