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ALONG with a suggestion that her 
memoirs might make interesting 
reading should she ever decide 
to write them, Pam Teather, civic 
secretary for 25 years and co-
ordinator of around 10,000 civic 
engagements, was presented with a 
bouquet of flowers by the Mayor of 
Broxtowe at the annual meeting of 
the borough council on May 14.

The outgoing mayor, Cllr 
Brian Wombwell, also presented 
Mrs Teather with a certificate in 
recognition of her 25 years of work 
before thanking the rest of the 
civic team for their support during 
his year in office. He also thanked 
chauffeur Margaret whose car, he 
claimed, had been fitted with a ‘g-
force adaptor’ for getting him to his 
next engagement when he lost track 
of time.

Before handing over the Chain 
of Office, Cllr Wombwell said he 

had enjoyed a busy year meeting 
many members of the community 
and getting involved with 
council-led initiatives such as the 
Chinese New Year and Halloween 
celebrations, cheque presentations 
and visiting play schemes as well 
as marking the 30th anniversary 
of the twinning partnership 
with Gütersloh. He also visited 
Myszków in Poland with students 
from Nottingham Trent University 
who were undertaking a project to 
promote tourism in the region.

In choosing to support the work 
of the NSPCC during his civic 
year, Cllr Wombwell raised £3583 
for the charity.

Cllr Wombwell then welcomed 
the new Mayor of Broxtowe, Cllr 
Sue Wildey, and placed the Chain 
of Office on her shoulders. Cllr 
John Longdon has been appointed 
Deputy Mayor.

New Mayor in the making at Broxtowe

ONE of Beeston station’s most 
well known characters, Customer 
Service Assistant Steve Arnold, 
retired from service on May 11. 
At a special presentation at the 
station last week, friends and 
work colleagues from the area 
gave Steve a framed print of 
Derby station as they wished him 
all the best for a long and happy 
retirement.

After joining East Midlands 
Trains (formerly Central Trains) in 
February 1996, Steve, who lives 
in Hucknall, has also worked at 
Long Eaton, Alfreton, Mansfield, 

Melton, Oakham and Stamford 
stations.

Nigel Carlisle, Route Manager 
for East Midlands Trains said: 
“Steve has been an exemplary 
member of staff whose extensive 
knowledge of routes in the UK 
and ticket office procedures are 
second to none. He was always 
keen to keep the railway going 
and I for one will sadly miss him.”

Steve’s plans for the future 
involve “doing as little as 
possible,” he said. At least he’ll 
have the right ticket for it!

Thatʼs just the ticket!
FUND-RAISER Richard Anderson 
plans to set a World record by 
cycling 355 miles from Nottingham 
to Paris on a Raleigh Chopper.

Cycling enthusiast Richard 
intended to ride his £3,500 carbon 
racing bike to the French capital – 
until friends offered ten times as 
much sponsorship money if he 
made the trip on one of the iconic 
‘70s cycles.

Richard is one of the 17 cyclists 
setting off on the four day ride to 
Paris this weekend as part of the 
fund-raising effort for Round Hill 
Primary School, Foster Avenue, 
Beeston.

“Someone in the pub said: ‘I’ll 
sponsor you £20 – or £200 if you do 
it on a Chopper!’ It just snowballed 
from there,” said Richard, 42.

“I had a Chopper when I was a 
kid so getting back on one was a 
real flashback. It feels a bit awkward 
when you’re used to a racing saddle 
and it’s three times the weight of my 
other bike, but I’m looking forward 
to the challenge. 

“From everything I’ve been told 
this will set a record for the longest 
distance anyone has ever cycled on 
a Chopper.”

Although they no longer make 
Choppers, Nottingham company 
Raleigh donated a specially 
refurbished original, but with twist 
grip gears as a concession to the 
21st century.

Under the banner ‘Ride For 
Round Hill’, the cyclists’ departure 
for Paris on Saturday, May 24, is the 
latest in a series of pedal-powered 

fund-raising events for the school, 
which organisers hope will raise 
£15,000 and promote healthy 
lifestyles. The money will pay for 
cycling training and cycle storage 
facilities at the school, and a 
minibus, which will reduce the 
number of vehicles needed to 
transport pupils to events.

Six weeks ago, 200 Round Hill 
pupils raised £3,000 by cycling 700 
miles – the distance to Paris and 
back – around the school grounds.

The Queen and Gordon Brown 
have given their backing to the ride 
by parents and teachers. The Queen 
applauded the fundraising efforts, 
which are intended to promote 
sustainable transport, in a letter 
from Buckingham Palace.

“Her Majesty hopes that both 
children and adults...enjoy taking 
part in these challenging projects, 
and the Queen sends her good 
wishes to you all,” wrote Lady-in-
Waiting Jennifer Gordon Lennox.

Gordon Brown also wished the 
fundraisers well, saying his 
Government was keen to promote 
cycling among children.

“The Prime Minister was interested 
to hear about the sponsored events 
and has asked me to pass on his very 
best wishes to all those taking part,” 
wrote Private Secretary Nikhil Rathi.

Anyone interested in sponsoring 
the Ride For Round Hill should 
contact the school on (0115) 
917 9262. Pledges can be made 
at www.r4rh.org and the site will 
feature videos and progress 
reports uploaded during the ride.

Cyclists head for Paris


