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25" book published by
Beeston author

MARTYN Beardsley is
Beeston’s very own published
book author. He has had a
series of books published
over the years, the first one in
1990, the latest in April 2010.

Now aged 52, Martyn
moved to the Rylands from
Aspley when he married
Jane, his wife of just over 30
years. When they married,
Martyn was comfortably, if
not very excitingly, employed
as a civil servant and Jane by
NatWest Bank. Discussing
the possibility of the arrival
of offspring they agreed
that, if children came along,
Martyn would be the one to
take time off work to look
after the child and write. The
couple have one daughter,
Elizabeth, aged 19, who is
currently enjoying the second
year of a filmmaking course
in Bournemouth.

Martyn said: “It was 1990

when I started to write my
‘Sir Gadabout’ books about

a reluctant knight, a series of
stories wrapped up in tales of
King Arthur and the Knights
of the Round Table. I have
always enjoyed researching
and writing my books,
generally written especially
for what is termed a ‘reluctant
reader’ — someone aged
around 10 years old who
wouldn’t instinctively pick

a book up and read for
pleasure.”

He continued: “The
‘reluctant reader” has to be
drawn along the story line
with a riveting yet easy-to-
follow tale. He is helped by
the use of carefully selected
type faces and line and
paragraph spacing shown to
encourage a flowing read,
whereby the young reader
doesn’t become conscious
of the fact that they are
continuing to read.”

Martyn bases his stories
on a historical theme and his
books always include a ‘Do
You Know’ section that lists
some historical facts about
the book’s fictional story line
— in the’ Black Death’, the
reader is informed that to
drink your own urine twice a
day was thought to cure the
disease.

The publisher originally
commissioned three books.
These quickly became
popular, so more were
requested. In all, ten “Sir
Gadabout’ books were
written, Martyn eventually
ceasing full time work to go
part time with a job working
for Broxtowe Borough
Council.

In the 1990s, the “Sir
Galahad’ books were made
into a children’s TV series.
In Martyn’s opinion,, the TV
series was very different to

the books. “T wasn’t allowed
to help with the script and,
if I’m honest, I was a bit
disappointed,” he said.
“However, it did give the
book’s sales a boost.”

Since those early days as
a published author, Martyn
has written an average of
one book a year. The ‘Black
Death’ is his 25" book, and
he has written two picture
books for very young
children as well as texts for
two interactive CDs. He
also writes critiques on new
authors.

Asked if he ever thought
he’d end up working as an
author, he said: “My first
school was the William
Crane School at Aspley, and
from there I went to High
Pavement Grammar School,
where I was lucky enough
to have been taught English
by the local author and

Booker prize winner Stanley
Middleton. I already enjoyed
English anyway, but Stanley
Middleton was a popular
teacher with a good sense of
humour — so maybe he was a
bit of an influence.

“From there I went to
Clarendon College to study
for an Ordinary National
Certificate. When I’d finished,
I got myself a literary agent
and began writing almost
to specification, my time
divided between freelancing
and working for two national
agencies.”

Martyn Beardsley is a big
football fan, and confessed
to growing up dreaming that
a scout would spot his young
potential and choose him to
play for Nottingham Forest.

Asked if he thought he
might ever become rich as
a writer, Martyn said: “You
never know — look at J K
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Rowling!” More realistically,
he added: “Ninety percent
of writers don’t make much
money, but it remains a very
honourable industry to work
in.

Of his latest book, ‘Black
Death’, he said: “The story
is based around a possible
cause of the Black Death
reaching England in 1348
— the disease being brought
here on a merchant ship
returning from France. It’s a
dark and gruesome story, but
at the same time, there’s a
chance it’s true, which makes
it realistic.”

‘Black Death’ is out now,
published by Barrington
Stoke Ltd.

FREE BYENT

Authentic Brazilian Dance Workshop

plus

Authentic Japanese Culture Workshop
(Cooking, Caliigraphy, Language)

Friday 21 May
6pm - 9pm

Beeston Community Centre, West End,
Beeston, NG9 1GL
All welcome to enjoy an amazing experience
Just turn up and have fun!

For further details please contact
Paul Walsh (Castle College) 07931 317751
or Richard Sample (ACLS) 07989 855928

Pedal power
to beat the
blues

Continued from page 10...

“Cycling has the benefit of
getting you out and about —
perhaps into the countryside,
where fresh air and a change
of scenery can add to your
mental well-being.

This year, the Great
Nottinghamshire Bike Ride
will feature a Skm family
lap challenge, an 18-mile
community ride, a 50-mile
challenge ride and a Sportive
route of around 75 miles.

Mr Judge added: “Whether
it’s the family lap or the
longer challenges, people can
get so much out of the event.
When I took part last year, |
enjoyed the physical exercise
but I had so much fun too
— and finished with a real
feeling of accomplishment.”

To sign up, log on to
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
bikeride, call 08449 808 080,
or pick up an entry form
from Beeston or Nottingham
library.

Arts & Craft fair
returns to Beeston

THE popular Arts & Craft Fair will return to Beeston on
the weekend of May 21 and 22 for the first leg of its annual

tour of the borough.

It will appear at a number of venues across the borough,
starting with its first appearance this weekend in Beeston
Square between 10am and 5pm on Friday, May 21 and

Saturday, May 22.

The fair will then continue with its tour of the borough

on the following dates:

Beeston Square (10am to 5pm)

June Friday 25 and Saturday 26

July Friday 23 and Saturday 24

September Friday 24 and Saturday 25

November Thursday 11, Friday 12 and Saturday 13

Beeston Carnival (12 noon to 5pm)

Saturday, July 10

Other dates and places include
Kimberley Pram Race (July 18);

Eastwood (September 3 and 4);

Eastwood Christmas Lights switch on (November 23);

Kimberley Christmas Lights switch on (tbc).

Over the last five years, the Arts & Craft fair has attracted
a talented group of crafters and is now visited by an ever-
increasing number of shoppers and craft lovers.




