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Express Letters
A bee in your bonnet? Have your say here…
IF you want to express your opinion on anything that affects us as a community, then this is the place to do it. And bouquets 
are as worthwhile as brickbats are valuable. But please keep your letters short. We do reserve the right to cut letters to ýt if 
necessary. If you contact The Beeston Express by email (see panel on page 2), remember to include your home address.

Pick up your
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at the following 
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Beeston Library
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Beeston News
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***
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Chilwell Road News
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BRAMCOTE
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CHILWELL
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***
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Distributors are urgently 
required for:

Cromwell Road, 
Beeston

The Beeston Express is 
distributed free to 8600 

homes in Beeston, Chilwell, 
Attenborough, Toton and 

Bramcote.
If you have time to help 

once a fortnight and would 
like to earn a little spare 

cash, please call
0115 922 8007

Meaningless political 
slogans

DEAR EDITOR: David Cameron
is thinking, albeit sheepishly, about 
copying the words of Barack 
Obama, the Democrat US 
presidential hopeful, in the run-up 
to the next general election with the 
idea of óChange You Can Trustô. It 
has that meaningless ring to it, the 
trait of most political slogans.

It is, though, an important step 
up from, óAre You Thinking What 
Weôre Thinking?ô This was the 
hapless Tory battle-cry from 2005, 
which merely invited a resounding 
chorus of ñNoò. 

The ýnest political slogans 
usually include a grain of truth; this 
is not one of them.

óTime for a Changeô in 1997 was 
with certainty true, and óLabour 

Memories of
‘The Club’

DEAR EDITOR: In The Beeston 
Express you asked for memories 
of Ericssons and the Social Club.
I hope this is of some interest to 
your readers.

I would be interested to 
know just when the Sports and 
Social Club ýrst started. In the 
beginning, óThe Clubô in Traþagar 
Road/Grassy Lane was just a 
large hut with a metal roof and a 
brick facade with a small central 
door facing Trafalgar Road. (I 
would love a photo of óThe Clubô 
in its early days). If I remember 
correctly, all the workers in the 
factory paid something like 6d a 
week to keep óThe Clubô aþoat 
when it ýrst started.

As you went in the door, behind 
a screen on the right hand side 
was a snooker/pool table, a table 
tennis table and a TV set, all 
in the one room. I went to the 
Social Club with my parents 
on high days and holidays, as a 
treat, to sit on wicker chairs in 
front of the TV with a bottle of 

Fear for delinquents 
and not a DNA 

database
DEAR EDITOR: May I, through 
your columns, comment on two 
items. Firstly, on the Letters page 
of March 14, óDisgustedô criticises 
the use of the word ódelinquentô 
by The Free Ranger for a person 
who set ýre to a chair. In my 
opinion, the word ódelinquentô is 
certainly NOT outrageous or 
derogatory when used to describe 
a person acting in this way, and 
what has day and age got to do 
with it? How old the word is does 
not or will not change its meaning.

Instead of using 11 words to 
describe this person, use the 
one word: ódelinquentô which 
is in the English dictionary 
to mean: ñPerson guilty of a 
crime or misdeed.ò I think that 
one word covers all, and the 
culprit would understand being 
called a delinquent better than 
trying to decipher what is meant 
by, ñintellectually challenged 
individual or person with a 
differing outlook on lifeò which I 
feel sure would tax the offenderôs 
brain too much, donôt you?

The DNA Database

Secondly, with regard to MP 
Nick Palmer and the DNA issue. 
Anyone who objects to a database 
of DNA being kept in future 
should give serious thought to 
the matter. Unfortunately, a lot 
of people donôt think about ways 
to get criminals and offenders 
off our streets until some act by 
one of these individuals affects 
them or their families. To put 
it to the extreme, if someone in 
your family or a friend was to 
be attacked or seriously injured, 
would it not have been better 
if the authorities had had the 
offender's DNA on file and, 
having arrested him for a previous 
crime, he was in jail already, 
making it impossible to commit 
further crimes to you and yours?

My thoughts on this matter are 
(although I think with DNA and 
ID cards, anyone objecting has 
something to hide):

1.  Make the giving of DNA for 
any person already living in the 
UK to be on a voluntary basis;

2.  Make it mandatory to give 
DNA when entering this country 
to either live here permanently 
or semi-permanently;

3.  Make it mandatory to give 
DNA when found guilty of 
committing any crime, even 
minor crimes and traffic 
offences.

pop and a packet of crisps. (We 
hadnôt got a television, so it was 
all new and exciting. Children 
werenôt allowed anywhere else, 
only in this room). During the 
evening, someone would come 
round collecting a few pence from 
everyone who was watching the 
TV to óput a bob in the meterô 
so you could carry on with your 
programme, otherwise the TV 
would click off when then the 
money ran out. About 46 years 
ago (was it really that long ago?) 
my friends and I would go to óThe 
Clubô on Sunday evenings to 
listen to óThe Mark Bristol Fourô, 
a local rock and roll band.

My father spent many a happy 
afternoon watching the cricket 
on the óOld Cricket Fieldô on 
Meadow Road where B Voce, H 
Larwood and W G Grace have 
all played. I enjoyed the annual 
Sports Day that was held there for 
many years before it moved down 
to the Trent Vale Road Sports 
Ground.

In later years I played a little 
badminton in the old canteen that 
has just been demolished, and 
also played a little tennis when 
the tennis courts were situated 
alongside the railway station.

Remember the childrenôs 
Christmas parties in the canteen 
on Trent Road, now demolished, 
and the 6d Saturday afternoon 
dances where the adults tried to 
teach the children to dance?

Oh, if only we could turn the 
clock back to those lovely days! 
Things change ï but not always 
for the better.

Mrs C White
Trafalgar Road, Beeston Rylands

These three ways would help to 
solve crime and, I feel, stop a lot 
of crime occurring time after time. 
Would-be criminals might also 
think twice if there was a chance 
of them being caught.

I do not think that DNA 
evidence alone should be taken 
as guilt of a crime in court; 
solid evidence should prevail 
at all times. But if we had a 
DNA database, that gives a 
start to possible offenders being 
questioned at an early stage and 
eliminated as soon as possible, 
or further enquiries being made 
on a crime. This would speed the 
process up all round and save lots 
of police time and money being 
spent unneccessarily.

It would also put police back 
on the streets, which is where 
we want them in order to prevent 
further crime.

I know that the measures may 
seem extreme to some people, but 
because of the high and (despite 
what the Government says) 
increasing crime rate, we have to 
do something pretty quick. The 
situation is getting out of hand 
and anything that the law-abiding 
public can do to help should be 
done. Thirty years ago none of 
this would have been needed but 
society has changed a lot, some 
for the good but a lot for the 
worse, I feel.

Rex Wilson
Beeston

Audrey Griffiths
DEAR EDITOR: I was sorry to 
read of the death of Mrs Grifýths 
(ýrst head teacher of Chilwell 
Comprehensive School) in the 
Express of March 14, and Arthur 
Summerýeldôs ýtting tribute to 
her was well deserved.

In the early days, like any 
pioneer, she had to battle against 
the prejudice and ignorance 
which was prevalent in the area 
at that time, but she was ýercely 
protective of her staff and pupils, 
who must at times have felt 
they were swimming against the 
Severn Bore.

It was a good school, one of 
the first to introduce Russian into 
the curriculum, and it had the 
satisfaction of seeing pupils obtain 
degrees in Russian studies.

I still have her letter thanking 
me for my time as a governor, 
generously praising me, when in 
truth I was probably more of a 
hindrance than a help. But that 
was Audrey. She was the right 
person in the right place at the 
right time and, in my opinion,
she never received the recognition 
she deserved.

Arthur Summerfieldôs tribute 
has gone a long way towards 
rectifying that.

Stan Scothern
Hillside Road, Beeston

Isnôt Workingô in 1979 was 
undoubtedly to the point. 

óChange You Can Trustô 
encourages voters to think they 
are taking a risk, rather than 
underpinning their belief of what is 
needed to make things better.

Back to the drawing board, 
David.  

Eric Clarke
Marton Road, Beeston


