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Beeston to have new Arts Festival

THE Spotted Dog Art Group
is arranging for Beeston to
host an arts festival it can call
its own once again, and once
more local artists will be able
to exhibit and sell their work
to an enthusiastic audience of
local art aficionados during
the month of June.

A number of artists living
and working in the south of
Broxtowe were disappointed
when the arts and events
team at Broxtowe Borough
Council, having hosted
the annual Indigenous Art
Exhibition in Beeston for
many years, relocated it to
Eastwood in 2007 and left
an empty place where once
had been a popular event for
artists and visitors alike.

Then Rita Mitchell of the

Spotted Dog Arts Group
decided that one way of

filling the empty place was
to create an entirely new
Beeston-based arts event.

After calling for local artists
to submit work — and finding
plenty of them stepping out
from behind their easels
— the inaugural Beeston
Arts Festival is ready to be
launched. Broxtowe MP Nick
Palmer has been invited to
perform the official opening
at the Pearson Centre for
Young People, Nuart Road,
Beeston, at 11am on June 21.

Mrs Mitchell explained why
she felt the need to act: “Ina
recent survey of lifestyles and
activities, artists and crafts
people were shown to be
happy and contented. Since
the loss of the Indigenous Art
Exhibition at the Town Hall,
the community has had no
focus on the visual arts. How

are our young people going to
be interested in being creative
if we don’t provide ample
opportunities for them to see
and do art?”

Local artists will exhibit
and sell their work, provide
demonstrations of watercolour
and oil painting, and
offer free workshops and
activities for children of all
ages. Refreshments will be
available.

The following day, work
can be enjoyed in the place
where it is created as an ‘Open
Studio’ trail will provide a
chance to visit the artists in
their homes and studios. Rita
continued: “Not everyone is
lucky enough to have a studio,
and it will be seen that art
is made wherever there is a
desire to do it. The trail is a

chance to see more of the
artists’ work in the relaxed
setting of their homes.”

A programme for the
‘Open Studios’ Trail” will be
available from the Pearson
Centre or from the individual
artists for a £2 donation.

For more details of the
event, contact Rita Mitchell
on (0115)916 1315 or Lynda
Child on (0115)

919 9699.

Beeston Arts Festival

Saturday, June 21
Opening Exhibition

10am — Spm

Pearson Centre for Young
People, Nuart Road, Beeston

Sunday, June 22
Open Studios’ Trail
Ilam — 6pm

Details from the Pearson
Centre, or from the
individual artists.

Obituary

Ray Parr 1o2- 2008

ON Tuesday, May 27, former
Town Councillor and Mayor
of Stapleford, Ray Parr,
passed away at the age of 82.

Ray Parr had served the
Stapleford community as
its town councillor for eight
years, and twice represented
the town in the position of
Mayor.

As a well-known and
well-respected member of
the local community, Ray
was a fervent supporter of the
community’s many activities
as office bearer on the
Montrose Steering Group, the
Core Group, and Bramcote &
Stapleford Jubilee Group.

In his earlier days, Ray
attended the Albany and
Henry Mellish schools,
going on to serve in the Navy
during the Second World War.
Returning home following
war service, he married wife
Pat and brought up his family,
working as an engineer for
many years at Stanton Iron
Works.

Although usually
considered for his heavy
involvement in the Stapleford
community at large, Ray Parr
was also an active member
of the church, and he and
his wife of more than 50
years attended the Eatons
Road Methodist Church in
Stapleford. He was a regular
Sunday school teacher and
youth club leader and also
a founding member of the
Stanton Christian Fellowship.

Cllr Jacky Williams,
currently Leader of Stapleford
Town Council said: “Ray
Parr was a highly respected
gentleman who really cared
about the town of Stapleford.
He was a strong advocate
for regeneration of the town
centre, and worked with the
Core Group and Steering
Group to highlight issues and
improve the town. He will be
sorely missed.”

Ray Parr’s wife Pat,
children and grandchildren

survive him.
Josie Ensor

Eurostar to Paris? It’s quicker
On yer bike, mate by Josie Ensor

THIS is something staff and
parents who formed the Ride
for Round Hill (R4RH) team
discovered when they cycled
from the Foster Avenue
school in Beeston to Paris
last week.

After a gruelling four days
spent cycling a distance of
355 miles through wind and
rain and expecting to be
met at the Eiffel Tower, the
R4RH riders were somewhat
disappointed to find that their
families, travelling to Paris
by warm train and cosy car
to greet the intrepid cyclists,
arrived late, The R4RH team
arrived first.

In spite of this, the bike
ride to raise funds for
the school was deemed a
success, with all but one
of the 17 cyclists (struck
down by an untimely virus
and forced to stop after a
respectable 60 miles) making
it to France and the Eiffel
Tower.

So, after nearly seven
months of rigorous early
Saturday morning training,
it is mission accomplished
for R4RH.

Round Hill parent Ian

Beestin and Year 5 teacher
Zoé Fletcher spoke of

how, in order to endure

the gruelling four-day

bike ride, they needed to
sustain a 7000 calories-a-
day diet. This consisted

in part of a generous
donation of 200 bananas by
Hallams the Greengrocers
and high energy drinks
donated by Boots, these
basics supplemented by a
significant number of sugar-
level-boosting jelly babies.
Mr Beestin confessed: “I will
never be able to look a jelly
baby in the face again.”

Two of the cyclists felt
the challenge they were
taking on wasn’t quite
demanding enough. Spurred
on by the promise of more
sponsorship money, Richard
Anderson and Adam Bird
geared themselves up to
ride all the way to Paris on
a Raleigh Chopper and a
‘Brompton’ folding cycle
respectively. Both bikes
have very uncomfortable
riding positions; neither is
designed for serious cycling.
Mr Bird has since said, with
due deference to Raleigh for

lending him the Chopper
after they had fitted it with
decent gears, that he will
“never, ever, ever, ever go on
one again.”

In addition to a Raleigh
Chopper being ridden all the
way to Paris, one suspects
for the first time ever, the
R4RH has produced a string
of other “firsts’, most notably
the first time Broxtowe
MP Nick Palmer had ever
been on a bike and, albeit
timorously, been taken for a
ride on a tandem (this in the
Round Hill playground at
an earlier fund raising event
— we have the photos!)

However, the event had a
serious message too, as the
team were keen to stress.
They were able to show,
rather than just tell, the
children of the importance
of road safety and cycle
awareness. The sponsorship
money will be spent on cycle
training and bike shelters
at the school, encouraging
the children to cycle to their
central Beeston primary
school safely.

And that’s the long - and
the short - of the R4RH.

Ninety

COUNCIL gardeners in
Stapleford found they

had a little extra help
recently when the Mayor of
Broxtowe, Cllr Sue Wildey
and Stapleford Town Mayor,
Cllr David Grindell joined
Alderman Tom Martin,
CdeG in planting 90 plants
in the Walter Parker VC
Memorial Square to mark
Alderman Martin’s

90th birthday

in April.

As a keen gardener, Tom
Martin was eager to assist
with the planting of 90
petunias and lobelia in the
raised beds of the Square.
The Mayor presented
Alderman Martin with a
specially engraved trowel to
complete his gardening
duties.

Alderman Martin has
lived in Stapleford for

nearly 70 years apart from
his wartime service with
the Royal Engineers when
he was awarded the French
military decoration the
‘Croix de Guerre’.

As a local councillor,
he has twice been elected
as Town Mayor of
Stapleford. There are many
organisations in Stapleford
that have benefited from
Tom’s help and support over
the years and, on completion
of his gardening duties on
May 30, he returned to the
Maycliffe Hall to help his
wife, Monica, and other
volunteers run the weekly
Lunch Club.

plants old




