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Express Buzz

Curate passes out

REV Claire Towns, Assistant 
Curate at St John the 
Baptist Church, Beeston, 
was ordained at Southwell 
Minster on Saturday, June 
28 and became a full time 
stipendiary in the same post 
of curate on Tuesday, July 1, 
2008.

MBE for Rylands resident

RYLANDS resident Bill 
Wheatley has been awarded 
an MBE in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours of June 14. 
We’ll bring you more news 
of the background to his 
award in our August issue.

Newsagent applies 
for change of use

A PLANNING application 
for Change of Use has been 
requested for 52 Blenheim 
Drive, Chilwell, the retail unit 
which once housed ‘Sunny 
News’. Mr John Robinson 
has applied for a Change of 
Use from Newsagents (Class 
A1) to Hot Food Takeaway 
(Class A5) and insertion of 
an extraction flue.

Snippets

BROXTOWE MP Nick Palmer writes his monthly column for the Beeston Express to keep us, his constituents, up-to-date and 
informed. We would like to remind you, however, that the views he expresses are his own and do not necessarily reþect those of 
The Beeston Express. If you would like to comment on any of the issues he raises, please write to the address on page 2. 

The Beeston Express has no allegiance to any political party.

St John’s College. That would 
effectively blur Bramcote 
village, Chilwell and Toton 
into one amorphous sprawl.

The councils decided to 
farm out the assessment of all 
the sites to a quango called 
Nottingham Regeneration 
Limited (NRL), who called 
in London consultants to 
help them reach their 
recommendations. So I 
contacted NRL, only to find 
that the council officials had 
instructed them not to speak 
to any elected representatives. 
The officials’ argument was 
that assessments should be 
scientific and unpolluted by 
the irrational ravings of MPs 
and councillors, who could 
be brought in at a later stage 
once the facts were clear.

The trouble with this was 
that it breached my First Law, 
since it meant that we’d be 
getting recommendations 
before we’d had a chance to 
influence them. Once 

Between you and me…

How to influence 
outcomes
WHEN you’re first elected 
as an MP, you get a map of 
the Palace of Westminster 
and a guide on how to use 
the library and computer 
system, and that’s about it. 
If you ask around, you can 
then get various useful tips 
on how the system works, 
such as the irreverent Paul 
Flynn’s book ‘How to be a 
Backbencher’ and, for the 
hopeful, Gerald Kaufmann’s 
‘How to be a Minister’.

It dawns on you gradually, 
though, that most of the 
ways that seem to give you 
influence don’t actually 
work. But that doesn’t mean 
you don’t have influence. 
What you have is something 
priceless: access to the 
decision-makers. And if I 
had to sum up my experience 
into Palmer’s First Law of 
Politics, it’d be this.

Find out who is making 
a decision that you care 
about, and get to them 
before they make it

We had a good example of 
that locally this week. The 
eight local councils in the 
area are considering where 
to build roughly 3000 new 
homes a year in the 
Nottingham conurbation over 
the next 20 years. The city 
itself is building about 2000/
year on urban brownfield 
sites. What about the rest?

Well, we have brownfield 
sites in our area too – there 
were lots of new homes on 
ex-Depot land at Toton, and 
there is space for over 6000 
homes on the land currently 
occupied by rusting 
machinery and a slagheap 
at Stanton Ironworks. But 
developers also proposed 
to build on the green space 
east of Bardills, running into 
Chilwell and Bramcote up to 

recommendations are set 
out on paper, it is much, 
much harder to change them. 
And although I do appreciate 
that it makes sense to have 
professionals making a 
neutral assessment of the 
conurbation, it made no 
sense to me that London 
consultants with no prior 
knowledge of the area 
should be forbidden to listen 
to factual information from 
the people elected to 
represent the area.

So I did something that I 
don’t often do: whipped up 
a populist campaign. I wrote 
to people throughout the 
affected area, asking them 
to write to NRL urging them 
to think again, and to write 
to me to tell me what issues 
they’d like me to raise. 
Thousands responded – 
rather amazingly, it’s the 
largest response I’ve ever 
had on any subject. And 
NRL shifted: first they met 

me jointly with two other 
concerned MPs (Paddy 
Tipping and Vernon Coaker), 
then met me again privately. 

This week, the report came 
out – and the Chilwell site 
has been rejected, for all the 
reasons that we’d been 
putting forward. This is a 
recommendation, not a 
decision, but now the system 
will work in our favour: it’s 
very unlikely that the 
rejection, once made, will be 
reconsidered

At the meeting, we went 
over all the sites in the area 
of concern to the three MPs 
who had lobbied NRL. We 
came to a huge site being 
proposed in Clifton Pastures 
(Rushcliffe), but the NRL 
representative said that as 
the MP for that area hadn’t 
attended, he’d pass over that 
without further comment. In 
the coming months, I suspect 
there will be a campaign 
against the Clifton proposal, 

but it’s in there as a 
recommendation and I 
suspect that it will stay in.

While there’s always a 
place for powerful speeches 
and high-profile revolts, my 
experience is that British 
politics mostly works by 
personal persuasion. In some 
ways this isn’t a good thing, 
since it’s certainly not very 
transparent and it’s not clear 
to individual voters how they 
influence the process. But 
it’s real life, and one of the 
jobs of MPs is to translate 
what constituents tell them 
into real-life decisions. We 
don’t always succeed, but 
understanding the process is 
half the battle. And when it 
works, as it did with this 
Chilwell development 
proposal, it can be a very 
rewarding part of the job, 
since you know you’ve 
actually achieved something 
for the community that 
elected you.

PET Mart closed its doors for 
the last time on Saturday, June 
28, the big corporate boys 
finally getting their own way 
with the small independent 
retailer being kicked into 
touch.

But that aside, Pet Mart’s 
owners, Steve and Carol 
Zlotowich, were determined 
not to let the loss of the 
business they have built up 
over 30 years go out with a 
whimper. Once the closing 
date was set, they cleared 
the stock, cleared the shop 
fittings, brought in some food 
and drink such as the exotic 
species Homo sapiens might 
enjoy – and invited one and 
all to a bumper celebration of 
more than 30 years of happy 
trading in the now almost 
empty shop.

Customers called in to say 
their farewells throughout 

Saturday, bringing with them 
cards, flowers and gifts. Steve 
and Carol had adorned the 
walls of the shop with press 
cuttings and posters collected 
over the years, bringing back 
memories to many customers 
– many of whom remembered 
the birth of son Joe, 19 years 
ago, when a banner hung in 
the shop window declared: 
“It’s a boy!” The boy himself 
was in the shop on Saturday, 
a genial host chatting to 
those same customers who 
remember his unusual birth 
announcement.

Joanne Ickeringill is 
losing her job after six years, 
courtesy of supermarket giant 
Tesco. “I’ve no specific plans 
for the future,” she said. “So 
I’m going to take some time 
off and decide what I want to 
do. I will miss working here; 

it’s been a real pleasure. 
Steve and Carol have a good 
staff team and there has 
always been a good working 
atmosphere.”

Maggie Denman popped 
over from Gedling to wish 
the family well for the future. 
“I remember Steve coming 
into my new school one day 
when my family moved to 
Beeston 32 years ago,” she 
said. “He would bring snakes 
and all sorts of reptiles into 
school for us to have a look 
at – it was wonderful!

“From that day, the family 
has always shopped here for 
pet supplies – dogs, cats, 
hamsters, the lot, even after 
we moved to Gedling a few 
years ago.”

Mrs Denman continued: 
“We bought my five-year-

old daughter, Michelle, a 
male baby hamster. When it 
did what boy hamsters do, 
and its testicles dropped, she 
was distraught – she thought 
something was dreadfully 
wrong and wouldn’t be 
pacified.

“We drove over to Pet Mart 
and, even though the shop was 
heaving with customers, Steve 
took Michelle on one side 
and patiently explained to her 
about boy hamsters; of course, 
she was perfectly happy once 
she had heard it from someone 
who knew about these things.

“That was the wonderful 
thing about Pet Mart, the 
patience and the personal 
touch. We’re not going to 
find that anywhere else.”

The farewell party continued 

Pet Mart closes its doors for the last time
Big boys versus small guys: 1 – 0   by the Editor

throughout the day. Carol 
Zlotowich said: “It’s been 
fantastic. People have been 
amazing, offering us their 
best wishes and saying the 
nicest things – some even 
shed tears.”

Steve and Carol are off for 
a holiday, leaving the way 
clear for the Tesco bulldozers 
will move in. May our fond 
memories of Pet Mart linger 
as we stand and watch what 
happens next.


