
Beeston ExpressPage 6 Friday, January 15, 2010

Community

JUDITH Dare was invited 
to travel to the Copenhagen 
climate change summit 
with two other Tearfund 
campaigners from the UK. 
She is an active member of 
Beeston Baptist Church on 
Dovecote Lane, and works 
hard to support Tearfund in 
the area. 
She shares her thoughts with 
us after her return from the 
conference:

RECYCLING Copenhagen-
style could be a good 
opportunity, I noticed when I 
was is the city briefl y in mid-
December 2009 with a few 
other Tearfund campaigners. 
We were visiting the UN 
climate change conference 
and had travelled on a coach 
through the night across 
fi ve countries to bring the 

message from The Wave in 
London earlier that month: 
‘Climate Justice Now! 
Protect the Poorest!’

During a break between 
meetings we visited the 
Tivoli Gardens and bought 
hot chocolate drinks from 
one of the stalls there, 25 
kroner, and were reminded to 
recycle the cups afterwards. 
But how? Via a dedicated 
machine nearby that worked 
like a drinks dispenser in 
reverse; put the empty cup 
in the hatch, close the door, 
press the button and a 5 
kroner coin pops out. Real 
incentive!

However, recycling 
isn’t always a good thing. 
There is a suspicion that 
climate change fi nance from 
industrialised countries for 
developing countries is just 

recycled aid money, not 
real money at all. Climate 
change is often seen as the 
result of two centuries of 
industrialisation in developed 
countries; but the people 
already affected are the 
world’s poorest and most 
vulnerable.

The UN climate change 
conference took place 
in Copenhagen, with 
delegations from more than 
190 countries of all sizes 
attending. The Conference 
Centre is outside the city 
centre but right next to 
a metro station. Public 
transport in the city and the 
greater metropolitan area 
of Copenhagen is excellent, 
especially the metro, and the 
city is designed for cyclists.

Many of people at the 
conference centre were 

observers. A Tearfund team 
was there for the whole 
fortnight and included 
representatives from some 
of Tearfund’s overseas 
partners: Honduras, India, 
Malawi, Nepal and Niger. 
Many more thousands of 
people were staying in the 
city for campaigning during 
the middle weekend. We’d 
joined up with two people 
from Tear Netherlands, and 
spent time with them over 
the weekend. During the 
Saturday afternoon march I 
was escorting Superbadger 
– diffi cult to see where 
you’re going with a costume 
like that! Superbadger has a 
desire to change the world, 
and ‘to badger’ is to persuade 
by repeatedly telling 
someone to do something.

Five days after coming 

home the news from the 
conference, after the Heads 
of State had disappeared, 
was very disappointing. A 
collapse of the talks was 
narrowly avoided, but the 
Copenhagen Accord was just 
cobbled together by the US, 
China, India, South Africa 
and Brazil, with the EU 
effectively sidelined. 

No real work had been 
done during the conference 
to close the huge loopholes 
in accounting for carbon 
emissions. With nothing 
binding, average global 
temperature rises will not 
remain at below two degrees, 
and so put us on a path 
towards catastrophic climate 
change.

Some strong texts had been 
developed during the fi rst 
10 days of the Conference 

calling for adjustments to 
moderate harm or make use 
of benefi cial opportunities 
with climate change, but 
these were lost in the fi nal 
Accord.

The Copenhagen Accord 
was not agreed by all, so 
it became an attachment 
‘noted’ by the fi nal decisions 
of the Conference. It isn’t 
a good deal for the world’s 
poorest and most vulnerable 
people who will be hit 
hardest by climate change 
and who are least responsible 
for causing it. The job is not 
fi nished – there is plenty 
more campaigning to come.

Judith Dare
Beeston Baptist Church

Refl ections from
Copenhagen  by Judith Dare

THE University of 
Nottingham has successfully 
built its reputation as a leading 
educational facility, and 
has been extremely active 
in seeking students both 
nationally and internationally. 
A large number of students 
attend the university, living 
either on campus, in purpose-
built accommodation, or 
private sector houses within 
the community. Some districts 
in the City and Broxtowe have 
very high numbers of resident 
students. This brings diversity 
to many areas but can also 
create issues and concerns to 
residents living in that area. 

The University of 
Nottingham would like to 
remind people about its 
24hr helpline to allow local 
residents and students to raise 
any concerns about living in 
the community.

The 24-hour phone line 
is a dedicated voicemail 
service enabling anyone to 
raise an issue about their 
neighbourhood – whether 
they are concerned about 
noisy neighbours, uncollected 
rubbish, neglected gardens, 
dumped furniture or anything 
else that has an impact on 
their quality of life.

Messages left on the 
helpline number – which is 

(0115) 846 8666 – will be 
checked daily and investigated 
by The University’s Manager 
for Off-Campus Student 
Affairs, Melanie Futer. Callers 
should be contacted within 24 
hours of leaving a message, 
except during weekends and 
bank holidays.

The service is intended 
as a fi rst point of contact 
for students and permanent 
residents living close to The 
University of Nottingham. 

Commenting on the 
Helpline, Melanie said: “The 
aim is to give people an easy 
way of bringing genuine 
concerns to the attention of 
the University.

“In the past it might not 
have been obvious to residents 
who they should approach 
if they had an issue to raise. 
Whilst the helpline is not an 
emergency number, it makes 
it more straightforward for 
people to get in touch, and 
should improve the dialogue 
between permanent residents 
and The University.”

If the issue is not something 
that can be dealt with by the 
University, the caller will be 
directed to the appropriate 
agency.

The University created 
Melanie’s role partly out 

of a growing acceptance 
that increasing numbers of 
students living off-campus 
have a direct impact on the 
local community and partly 
from a desire to take on more 
responsibility for that impact.

Her overall brief is to co-
ordinate matters concerning 
students who live off the main 
University of Nottingham 
campuses. On a practical 
level, this involves advising 
students on community 
relations; liaising with 
community groups, landlords, 
local representatives and 
external agencies; maintaining 
positive relationships between 
student and non-student 
residents; and providing 
mediation where necessary.

As a key representative of 
the University of Nottingham, 
Melanie acts as a single 
point of contact for anyone 
needing assistance or wanting 
to lodge a complaint with 
regard to relevant issues. 
Working closely with 
the Students’ Union, she 
encourages students to act 
with consideration and respect 
for the welfare and interests 
of the wider community.

Melanie’s contact details are 
melanie.futer@nottingham.ac.
uk or (0115) 951 4649.

The University of Nottingham

Promoting harmony

Neighbourhood Helpline
 0115 846 8666

24hr voicemail service

For further information contact:
melanie.futer@nottingham.ac.uk

At the University, we work hard to be a good neighbour. 
Students look forward to living and contributing to the 

diverse communities in Nottinghamshire. More than 
1,000 students and staff volunteer in community projects, 
from assisting with reading in schools to major clean-up 
campaigns. We are constantly developing news ways to 

improve the relations between students and local residents.

The University of Nottingham has, over the past, received 
complaints about students living off-campus, about matters 
including noise, litter, and general anti-social behaviour. The 
University treats complaints very seriously and works with 

local councils, private landlords and Nottinghamshire Police 
in responding to these complaints.

The University has a 24-hour dedicated voicemail 
Neighbourhood Helpline. Residents and students are able 

to raise issues of concern regarding their surrounding 
environment and the communities in which they live.


