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Parking rules set

MAJOR changes are on the way
when Civil Parking Enforcement
(CPE) starts in Nottinghamshire

on May 12, 2008, and
Nottinghamshire’s local authorities
take over responsibility for on-
street parking enforcement from the
police.

Parking restrictions will stay
the same, but teams of civil
enforcement officers will issue
penalty charge notices to motorists
who don’t stick to the rules.
Functions formerly carried out by
traffic wardens for illegal parking
of any description will, in future, be
carried out by CPE.

CPE has been introduced to
return parking enforcement to a
time when sufficient resources were
available to traffic wardens and

police to make sure that parking
restrictions were respected. The
purpose of issuing penalty charge
notices is to discourage motorists
from breaking parking regulations.

Officers at Broxtowe Borough
Council are reminding people
that illegal parking could result
in county court judgements,
debt registration and bailiffs. A
spokesperson said: “Our objective
is a very high level of compliance
with parking restrictions. During
the past five years the police have
reduced their commitment to on-
street enforcement and, during the
past 12 months, there have been no
traffic wardens. Before that, one
traffic warden covered the entire
south of the county.

“This has resulted in a high level

to change

of non-compliance and an increase
in parking issues throughout the
borough.

“Our message is: ‘Don’t
park illegally. Always observe
restrictions, signs, lines and car
park notice boards’. We want
to reduce the incidences of
illegal parking and improve the
availability of parking spaces.
Simply put, motorists are likely
to get a penalty charge if they park
in the wrong place or for a longer
period of time than they are
meant to.”

CPE will be operated by the
Notts Parking Partnership, which
includes the County Council and
the seven district and borough
councils in Nottinghamshire
(excluding the City) and

National Car Parks (NCP). NCP
Services has been awarded the
enforcement contract and will
provide approximately 20 Civil
Enforcement Officers across the
county.

Penalty Charge Notices will be
issued for illegal on-street parking
and in council-maintained car
parks. Money from the charges
will pay for the enforcement
service, with any surplus going
to highway and transport
improvements.

The County Council has
launched a publicity campaign for
the whole of Nottinghamshire.

To find out more about CPE,
call (0115) 977 4343.
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Park users asked to

be vigilant on

Broadgate Park

FOLLOWING the anarchical
destruction by vandals of newly-
planted cherry saplings in January
this year, community-minded park
users and local residents have been
keeping a bit more of an eye on
what goes on at Broadgate Park,
Beeston.

As aresult, the council’s
grounds maintenance team has
become aware of a sub-culture
of irresponsible dog owners who
knowingly allow their dogs to
damage trees on the park.

Council officers are now asking
members of the public if they can
provide any firm evidence that will
help the council take legal action to
stop the anti-social behaviour.

A spokesperson for the council
said: “If prosecution is what it
takes to call a halt to this anti-social
behaviour, then prosecute we will.
The irresponsible dog owners

should be aware that vigilance has
increased, and we will take the
appropriate legal action when we
have collected enough evidence.

“The number of neighbourhood
warden patrols on Broadgate Park
was increased after the January
vandalism, and the wardens have
powers of enforcement of the
relevant bye-laws. We have also
asked the in-house security team
to increase their regular patrols.

“The council has already
collected photographic evidence of
dogs, apparently Staffordshire bull
terriers, being allowed to damage
trees as their owners stand by and
do nothing to stop them.

“Any additional evidence
that members of the public can
provide would be appreciated,
and ask that they contact either
the neighbourhood wardens, the
council or the police.”

Scammers con
Beeston man

by the Editor

THE daughter of a local man
taken into hospital at the
beginning of the year was alarmed
and appalled when she realised
that her father had become a
chronic victim of scams.

‘Sue’ found that she was
collecting anything up to 100
items of post a week off her
father’s doormat when he spent
10 weeks away from home.
Postmarks revealed the letters had
been posted from all around the
world, with many originating in
Canada and America.

Realising that her father had
been taken in by several hundred
highly plausible fraudsters, Sue
agreed to be interviewed by The
Beeston Express. She would like
more people to be aware of a
rapidly increasing problem as new
technology and the internet opens
up more doors to the tricksters.

Sue explained: “I had suspected
that Dad was falling victim to
scams, but had no idea of the
scale of the problem. We had
an incident a couple of years
ago where a door-to-door
salesman sold him some home
improvements. Dad agreed to
have the work done — we all know
the type of company — on the
basis that he was due to receive
substantial winnings from a ‘prize
draw’. Of course the ‘winnings’
never materialised, and Dad ended
up arranging a loan to pay for
what was inferior work in the
first place.

“Dad is 87, and his mental
health is failing. He remains
completely taken in by mail he
receives telling him that he’s won
a fat payout, often with a dummy
‘cheque’ attached made out to
him, and that all he has to do is
register his claim.

“The problem is that, once the
scammers find a victim, the victim
goes onto a ‘suckers list’ and they
get more and more scam mailings
and phone calls.

“When Dad’s TV broke down,
he didn’t replace it because he’d
been promised one — in a scam.
If we try to tell him it isn’t going
to arrive and he needs to buy
another, he tells us he’ll wait
for the cash payment he’s been
promised from yet another scam
to pay for the new TV!” she said.
“I’'m about at my wits’ end.

“This targeting of vulnerable
people is criminal, but apparently
nothing can be done to stop the
conmen. People exercise their
freedom of choice when they
choose to reply — they don’t
have to.”

Other popular scams involve
email. Many ask for personal
details to be verified, perhaps
because ‘unusual activity has been
identified on your account’.

The scammers are very busy
— because their ploys work.

If you have any queries, call
Consumer Direct for advice on
08454 04 05 06.




