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Wildlife Watching

Local news and views of the natural world

ALTHOUGH it was sandwiched
between periods of wintry weather,
the yrst day of British Summer
Time did indeed feel like the yrst
day of summer, especially in places
sheltered from the breeze. One of
the traditional signs that summer

is almost upon us is the sight of a
variety of butterpies on the wing.
On the day, anyone out and about
or in their gardens might have

seen a number of species which
overwinter as adults, including the
peacock, the small tortoiseshell
and the brimstone T whose yellow
colouring is thought to be the
origin of the term ¢butterpyo.

This is not, of course, the yrst
time that butterpies have been seen
this year. There has already been a
number of false starts to spring, but
they have been perhaps of a shorter
duration and fewer than in recent
years. One butterpy you may have
seen on the wing already is the
speckled wood, whose northward
change in distribution is being
interpreted as evidence of climate
change. Although other factors
such as habitat availability may be
involved, climate T in particular
temperature T is a major factor in
where butterpies can thrive.

Warmer temperatures can
allow butterpies to expand their
range. This has happened with the
speckled wood which, 50 years
ago, was conyned to the south
of England but is now common
much further north, including in
Nottingham. The speckled wood
is not the only butterpy behaving
in this way T the comma is also
expanding its distribution. Other
butterpies are changing their
behaviour; for example the red
admiral, which used to be a spring
migrant from the Continent but, in
recent warmer winters, has begun
to overwinter here. Unexpected
sightings of butterpies locally may
be a delight for wildlife watchers T
but they could also carry a message
about our changing climate.

How attractive butterpies and
other wildlife will ynd the gardens
that have been cleared under
the Gardening Week project, as
reported in the last issue of The
Beeston Express, remains to

Thought for
the Fortnight

Blessed is he who expects
no gratitude, for he shall
not be disappointed.

W C Bennett

be seen. While those involved
doubtless mean well, and the
desire of residents of neighbouring
properties to have rubbish cleared,
particularly if it represents a health
hazard, is understandable, this

sort of operation does no favours
to wildlife. Wildlife in gardens
needs unkempt overgrown areas.
The residents who ynd these areas
offensive to the eye may also

ynd that the wildlife they enjoy
seeing now only ynds them good
for a visit in future, and needs

the overgrown éweedy?t areas for
foraging, breeding and hibernating.
Once these are removed, they may
see fewer butterpies, birds and
other wildlife in their own gardens.

The individual areas of
overgrown gardens may sometimes
be very small but together they
can form an important habitat
resource for urban wildlife. The
proposal that these operations
may become a regular event is not
good news for wildlife, and the
news that powers may be sought
to compel landlords to do this sort
of clearance is even worse. There
is a world of difference between
gardens being used as rubbish
dumps and them simply not being
subjected to regular gardening,
although to some these seem to
be one and the same. Legislation
to prevent the former may well be
appropriate - legislation to outlaw
olack of gardeningd may not!

If the dgarden clean-upd is to
continue perhaps measures could
be considered to make it more
wildlife friendly? This sort of
work should really only be done
in winter T to do so at other times
risks disrupting breeding birds and
other wildlife. When the work is
done, it could be limited to only
that necessary to extract dumped
rubbish and to reduce the direct
impact on neighbouring gardens.
Having some information on
what wildlife uses the gardens
would make it possible to assess
how valuable they are. Perhaps
student residents would be
more interested in helping with
this than in gardening T they
are certainly likely to have the
means to digitally record some
of the wildlife in their gardens
T even if they cannot recognise it
themselves!

The temporary nature of student
residency means that lack of
gardening in student properties is
likely to be an ongoing situation.

If there are gardens that people do
not want T why not leave them for
wildlife?
Jack Smith
Local ecologist

Rugby

NOTTINGHAMGOS rugby players
take a welcome break this weekend
as a result of their cup semi ynal
defeat at Exeter Chiefs a couple of
weeks ago.

But the Green and Whites can
relax with the pride of having
gained their revenge.

Chiefs arrived at Meadow Lane
last week as favourites to put a
cushion of points between them
and Nottingham, but left only
preserving their second place by
virtue of having won one more
game. In a thrilling afternoon,
Nottingham ynally got the big
scalp they have been so desperate

for with a 24-14 win that at one
point looked like it could have
been rather more emphatic. Having
dominated the yrst half, a try from
Alex Loney ten minutes into the
second opened up a 24-point lead.

Inevitably Chiefs came back into
it, though, and the ynal quarter was
tense and exciting, but the Green
and Whites kept their nerve for a
deserved win.

Director of Rugby Glenn
Delaney described it as their best
performance of the season.

It was impressive by any
standards, but more so coming
just a week after they had come

Green and Whites in (best performance of seasoni

so close to forcing a draw at
champions Northampton Saints.

Despite playing the entire second
half a man short following a red
card for Joe Duffey, against a
side that has won every game this
season, they ynished strongly and
had a good case for a penalty try. In
the end they had to settle for just a
bonus point, but every Saint, player
and supporter, knew how close
they had come to losing that 100
percent record.

Ice Hockey

CHANCES of a semi ynal match
up with the Shefyeld Steelers in
the Play-Off Semi Finals ended up
ruined by a poor yrst leg at home,
in a two-legged quarter ynal clash
against the Cardiff Devils.

Nottingham had seen out their
league campaign taking third and,
after a great Challenge Cup win
during the season, were looking
forward to the central England
clash. But two poor periods paved
the way to a defeat at home.

In the yrst of the Quarter Final
games, both Deschatelets and ex-
Panther Petricko scored for Cardiff
and nearly held out the remaining
seven until the yrst break. However,
Canadian defenseman Joe Coleman

by Michael Chambers

squeezed in Panthers yrst and a notch

on the board. But there seemed
nothing to worry the visitors as
Panthers made mistake after mistake
struggling to get into the game.

\oth and Birbraer secured two

more goals and a 4:1 Devils lead.

Panthers ynally got started in
the third period. Swede Patrik
Wallenberg hit the net and British
player Mat Myers took the Panthers
within a goal eight minutes from
time. But it stayed that way until this
game (the yrst three of a six period
quarter ynal) had ynished.

So, on to the second leg played the
next day in Cardiff. Well up in this
game and overall on aggregate goals,

Panthers committed to end the season

Season closes with less-than-perfect ending

allowing Cardiff to yght back scoring
two goals and put an end to thoughts
of retaining the dchampions crown

in the worldds fastest team sport.

Alas, a great travelling crowd from
Nottingham and one of the Devils6
biggest attendances of the season
unfortunately had to endure Cardiff
sharpshooter Deschateletsd leveller at
51 minutes before snatching another
four minutes before time; the winning
goal clinching the semi ynal spot
alongside Coventry, Newcastle and
Shefyeld.

The season over for Nottingham
and, as players return home, the
question is whether coach Mike Ellis
will retain his position for a third
season?
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